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It has been stated by some western writers that our
pilgrim confuses the Anavatapta Lake with the Sarikul
of the Pamirs, but this is not correct. Some other Chinese
writers seem to make this mistake but Yuan-chuang does
not. Then the Anavatapta Lake has been identified with the
Manasarowar Lake of Tibet, but this cannot be accepted.
We must regard the "Unheated" Lake as a thing of fairy-
land, as in the Earthly Paradise or G-arden of Eden. It is
expressly stated that the Lake could be reached only by
those who had supernatural powers, the faculty of trans-
porting themselves at will by magic.1 The Buddha and
his arhats visited it on several occasions passing through
the air from India to it in the twinkling of an eye or the
raising of an arm, and down to the time of Asoka great
Buddhist saints came to lodge on its banks.2 Here was
that wonderful incense the burning of which yielded a
wide-spreading perfume which released all the world from
the consequences of sin. 3 Here too was a goodly palace,
and all about were strange trees and flowers through
which breathed fragrant airs and birds with plaintive
songs made harmony.4

I %ave not discovered the source from which the pilgrim
obtained his information that the dragon-king of the Ana-
vatapta Lake was the Ta-ti or "Great-land" p'usa. As
the words of the text show, this p'usa was not the Buddha
in one of his preparatory births, but a p'usa still living
as the Naga-raja of the Lake. In the D text instead
of Ta-ti we have Pa-Ti or "Eight-lands". This reading
seems to point to some Mahayanist p'usa who had attained
to eight-lands, that is eight of the ten stages to perfection.

The pilgrim next goes on to tell of the Four Lords (or Sove-
reigns) who divide Jambudvipa when no one has the fate to
be universal sovereign over that Island, and of the lands and
peoples over which these Lords rule. In the south is the Ele-

1  Nos. 1266, 1267 L c.

2  Divyav. p. 399.

s Hua-yen-ching ch. 67 (No. 88).
4 Chang-a-han-ching 1. c.
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